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A surging Asian population has led to a proliferation of Asian-focused groceries, such as Oriental Food Value, which is 
opening a second store in 2018. Samantha Bakall, staff 


Oregon was the ninth fastest-growing state over the past 
year, thanks to an estimated 57,000 new residents. 

The state grew by 1.4 percent, according to new Census 
estimates, twice the growth rate of the nation as a whole. It 
reached a total population of 4.1 million. 

The year’s growth was faster than the state’s average 
since 2010, but slower than the preceding year, when the 
population grew by 1.7 percent. 

About 19 percent of the population growth was natural 
increase — births outnumbering deaths — while the rest 
was attributed to migration. More than 45,000 more people 
moved into Oregon than moved out of the state during the 
year, a growth rate of 3,800 net newcomers a month. 

The Portland area has seen the largest population gains 
in recent years, drawn by a strong economy that’s created 
new jobs at a rate unmatched by most of metro areas. 

That’s had staggering effects on the fabric of the metro 
area. It’s pushed the median household income to a record 
high — and housing prices have followed. 

Despite those growing pains, the climbing population 
has been an economic asset in recent years, helping grow 
the overall economy. But the state has grown increasingly 
reliant on those newcomers to push economic growth, 
according to the state’s Office of Economic Analysis. 

Washington grew at a 1.7 percent rate. 


A rapidly growing, diverse Asian-American 
population has stores vying for business 


Samantha Bakall The Oregonian/OregonLive 


Daryl Lau sank a large cleaver through a glistening side of crispy- 
skinned pork with rhythmic thunks as a diverse crowd of shoppers 
at Oriental Food Value gathered around a brightly lit case of roasted 
meats. 

His uncle shuffled in and out of the roasting room behind the 
L-shaped meat counter, checking on four whole roasted pigs finishing 
in the oven. Lau’s dad stamped price tags on packets of noodles a few 
aisles over while his mom and aunt checked customers out by the front 
of the store. 

Tommy, Paul and Jimmy Lau — Daryl’s father and two uncles — 
pooled their resources in 1992 and took over a former Tom Peterson fur- 
niture store on Southeast 82nd Avenue to open Oriental Food Value, a 
Chinese grocery store. Twenty-five years later, family members still run 
the store, and by next summer will open a second location near Happy 
Valley. 

Asian grocery stores have served their communities across Port- 
land for more than 100 years. Today, there are at least 50 stores across 
SEE DEMOGRAPHICS, A4 


By the numbers 


50: Stores catering to Asian-Americans, 
offering foods from Chinese, Japanese, 
Indian, Thai and other Asian cuisines 


9: Percent growth in Portland population 
since 2010 


25: Percent growth in Asian-American popu- 
lation in Portland since 2010 


Inside: Map identifies census tracts where 
Asian-American population has grown the 
most in metro area A4 
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Portland activist ostracized, police criticized 


Shane Dixon Kavanaugh 
The Oregonian/OregonLive 


June Davies’ first known 
message to the Portland 
police sergeant’s cell phone 
seemed harmless enough. 

Did police arrest a friend 
and fellow activist, Davies 
wanted to know, at a demon- 
stration during the city’s 
Fleet Week? 

“No arrest,” Sgt. Jeff 
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Niiya, texted back June 10. 
“Have a safe protest and eve- 
ning.” 

Over the next four 
months, Davies, a bud- 
ding Portland activist, qui- 
etly exchanged hundreds 
of texts with Niiya amid a 
groundswell of protest activ- 
ity throughout the summer 
and fall. 

Then, in October, Davies’ 
activist peers learned of 


the private exchanges. 
Alarmed, they promptly 
published online copies of 
the communications Davies 
had shared with them. 

Many swiftly severed ties 
with someone they feared 
had become a police infor- 
mant, ostracizing Davies. 
Some sent threats by text or 
Facebook. 

“Tt was really, really bad,” 
Davies said in a recent inter- 
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view with The Oregonian/ 
OregonLive. 

The episode, which 
months later still rattles 
the city’s activist commu- 
nity, deepened the dis- 
trust of police for some 
and widened internal divi- 
sions among protesters. 
Some criticize the bureau 
for preying on young and 
susceptible activists such 
SEE ACTIVIST, A6 


DERAILMENT 
Engineer 
noted speed 


The Portland-bound 
Amtrak train was going 
78 mph seconds before 
the accident. A2 
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2017: A very 
busy year 


From countertops to 
gazebos, the Pecks had a 
year filled with projects 
and people. B4 
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